
From: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK
To: Martinez, Jacquelynn
Subject: FW: Comment re proposed amendment to CrRLJ 3.4 - Appearance Of The Defendant
Date: Wednesday, April 24, 2024 8:29:14 AM

 
 

From: Guthrie, Stephanie <Stephanie.Guthrie@kingcounty.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2024 5:04 PM
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV>
Subject: Comment re proposed amendment to CrRLJ 3.4 - Appearance Of The Defendant
 
External Email Warning! This email has originated from outside of the Washington State Courts
Network.  Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, are expecting the
email, and know the content is safe.   If a link sends you to a website where you are asked to validate
using your Account and Password, DO NOT DO SO! Instead, report the incident.

 

I am writing to oppose the addition to CrRLJ 3.4 of language stating “(b) Appearance. A
defendant’s appearance through counsel requires that counsel affirm, in writing or in open court,
that they have consulted with the defendant since the last appearance and that the defendant
waives the right to be present at the instant hearing, unless the matter is stayed pursuant to
proceedings under chapter 10.77 RCW.”
This Court should not eliminate the requirement that counsel be in communication with their
client if the matter is stayed pursuant to chapter 10.77 RCW.  Without some assurance that
defense counsel is communicating with their client, there can be no appearance through counsel
—it is simply an appearance of counsel. If a change is warranted in the rules for when defendants
must appear while their matter is stayed pursuant to chapter 10.77 RCW, that should be
considered directly and openly, rather than by cloaking such a change in the guise of a simple
change to the rules for what constitutes an appearance through counsel.

 
Stephanie Finn Guthrie (she/her)
Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Appellate Unit
Contested Blake Resentencing Coordinator
King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
516 3rd Avenue | Seattle | WA | 98104
Phone: (206) 477-9527
Email: stephanie.guthrie@kingcounty.gov
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